
BOEKE/BOOKS 
D'SOUZA, Barnabe, Shel ter Don Bosco (sdb) & Team. Pivoting peripheries. Published by Shelter Don Bosco Research, Documentation & Train ing Centre, Mumbai ,  2005. 289pp. ISBN 0 l-902446- 1 -2. Reviewed by Neeta Gathiram & Thandi Magojo 

Pivoting peripheries documents a participatory action research (PAR) study undertaken to understand and enhance the hol istic development of marginalised youth in Mumbai and Maharashtra. It provides us with a case study of how PAR can be used to empower people, to 
enable them to initiate actions on their own , so that they could participate and influence the processes and outcomes concerning their deve lopment. The specific objective of the study was to develop and implement effective intervention strategies based on the needs of marginal ised youth. A module specifying developmen tal indictors was formulated to col lect baseline information. Upon implementation of the intervention strategies , the impact was assessed against the basel ine information .  Six non-governmental organisations (4 structured , semi-structured and two open communi ties) were participants in the study. The book is di vided into six chapters. It follows the sequencing of a scientific research report with captivating titles. Chapter one ti tled 'mapping the peripheries ' , contextualises the study and 

discusses the plight of marginalised youth within the broader context of Indian society. It contains the theoretical framework upon which concepts are operationalised . The research process and 
methodo logy used is discussed. Chapter 2, 'entering the axial arena ' describes the resul ts of the first phase of the study. An account of the process used in the formulation of the cri teria for the co l lection of baseline assessment data is presented. It identifies physical ,  economic, intrapersonal , social and moral aspects as be ing sign ificant for the holistic deve lopment of youth. For each of these major areas a 

corresponding learning intervention strategy was deve loped and is presented in module form. Chapters three and four, both document the results of data col lected which includes a profile of each of the commun ities, the facilitative measures in i tiated and their impact on the different groups. The structured organisations included street shelters and institutional care. The semi­structured organ isations targeted domestic workers and a treatment programme for substance abusers which was specifically designed to address the peculiarities of street life and sub-culture . The two open communities were slum communities that could be equated to the South African 
informal settlements. 
Chapter 5, 'evolving paradigms ' ,  critical ly discusses the results and outcomes of the study in 
relation to the developmental framework outl ined earlier in the book. Based on the results of the study three developmental models specific to each context emerged . The final chapter l ists the 
recommendations in very practical terms. The book wil l be of particular value to South Africa as in both countries a substantial proportion of youth are vulnerable and marginal ised because of poverty and appall ing l iving conditions. Thabo 
Mbeki , recognises India ' s  experti se and capacity and has endorsed their assistance in achieving South Africa ' s  goals towards reconstruction and development and the building of people-centered 
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ontents of the book provide us with a good example of the role societies (Mbeki , 2003:24). The c , f . th mmunity At the international level ,  both of civil society and the importance of the s� m et c�d the Co�onwealth. The commonal i ty countries are members of the Non-Aligned ovem�\ the formation of the IBSA (India-Brazil­of views and approaches has been further cemente 
.r between the three countries on various . F to deepen the cooperauon . th South Africa) Dialogue orum D'S t al (2005 : 13) which mforms e . hi al . adopted by ouza e . i ssues The philosop c view d th t of both Trevor Manuel and Fraser-. . · tr t · es correspon s to a development of intervention s a eg1 2005·39) They concur that hol istic development is about Moleketi (Fourie & Ngqunguwana, _ . . . improving quality of life, equity and JUSt:lce. . . f . . . l ication of th i s  philosophy in bnngmg the conc�pt o Pivoting Peripheries illustrates the app . (2005 · . print) in their work on street-children development to realisation. Shabalala & Gatbi rarn . . l

d

n to be developed and tested. D 'Souza 
. 

d · th t 1 ng-term strategies nee in Sou th Africa recommen a o f d 
. thi The book wil l  be a useful guide to those · " th th ' know how' o omg s . and team provides us w1 � . . It describes a process on how to generate involved in research with third world commurutI�s . nfmed to the periphery whilst main taining indigenous theories based on the voices of the peop t co rt comprising a multi-stage sequential scientific merit. It also provides a good a�c�unt o : r;�:d with careful bulleting, diagrams and study, which i s  often hard to document. . t isf e;5; u�e of triangulation not on ly as a means for tables . One is impressed by an explanat10n o validi ty but also for analysis. . 1 f how we can l isten and respond to y�uth At a practical level the book rs an examp e o . mnu· tment to the United Nanons . • hich we can affirm our co . th . simultaneously. It is _a way m w Child ( 1 989) and involve youth in decisions affectmg err Convention on the Rights of the . . . 

an important reference point for the . l if In addit:lon 1t serves Mb" • , destiny and commuruty e. , p l , and 'ubuntu' principles .  It reaffirms in s implementation of the home grown Batho . e e 
therefore I am."  The Ngunis share the "I b cause we are · smce we are, b . ( 199 1 )  thoughts that am, e " � umuntu ngabantu - one becomes a human emg same sentiments when they say, . ... umun throu h other human beings" (Mkhize, 2004:47). g . . sin short biographic narratives. It makes the The author' s literary style is passionate: enco;p� g 

d other children of Mumbai. He uses the reader traverse the world of Babu, Shrulesh, ne a -� t and often directly quotes in Hindi. A th ti n of the partlcipan s power of language to ca�ture e emo o · n  the formulation of interesting intervention strategi�s. respect of local culture is de°:o�strated 

1 d . d of di versity in terms of its eleven official For the South African reader rt rs an adde remm er languages and a rainbow of cultures. . d h d the aradigm of marginalised children an t e The usefulness of this book helps to understan s ·p th m";n thrust of the book is process-. h deve lopment mce e "" 1 · · various concepts accompanymg sue 
d � d to understand and enhance the ho istrc "d b tested an transierre al based much of the 1 eas can e . h Afr" p ·voting Peripheries will be of v ue to 

. 
al i d outh m Sout ica . i . development of margm se y . W ld definitely recommend it to our 

. . d pohcy makers. e wou h academics, practJt:loners an . lication of the participatory action research approac postgraduate students as a gwde to the app and the interesting writing style. 
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EDITORIAL POLICY/REDAKSIONELE BELEID 
The Journal publishes articles, book reviews and 
commentary on articles already published from any 
field of social work. Contributions may be written in 
English or Afrikaans. All articles should include an 
abstract in English of not more than 1 00 words. All 
contributions will be critical l y  reviewed by at least two 
referees on whose advice contributions will be 
accepted or rejected by the editorial committee . All 
refereeing is strictly confidential. Manuscripts may be 
returned to the authors if extensive revision is required 
or if the style or presentation does not conform to the 
Journal pract ice. Articles of fewer than 2,000 word or 
more than 1 2,000 words are normall y  not considered 
for publication. Two copies of the manuscript as wel l  
as a diskette with the text, preferably in MS Windows 
should be submitted. Manuscripts should be typed in 
1 2  pt Times Roman double-spaced on one side of A4 
paper only. If possible the manuscript should be sent 
electronically to h u@sun.ac .za. Use the Harvard 
system for references . Short references in the text: 
When word-for-word quotations, facts or arguments 
from other sources are ci ted, the surname(s) of the 
author(s), year of publication and page number(s) must 
appear in parenthesis in the text, e .g .  " . . . " (Berger, 
1 967: 1 2) .  More details about sources referred to in the 
text should appear at the end of the manuscript under 
the caption "References" .  The sources must be 
arranged alphabetically according to the surnames of 
the authors. Note the use of capitals and punctuation 
marks in the following examples. 

Die Tydskrif publi seer artikels, boekbesprekings en 
kommentaar op reeds gepubliseerde artikels uit enige 
gebied van die maatskapl ike werk. Bydraes mag in 
Afrikaans of Engels geskryf word. Alie arti kels moet 
vergesel wees van 'n Engelse opsomming van nie 
meer as 1 00 woorde nie. Alie bydraes sal krities deur 
ten minste twee keurders beoordeel word. 
Beoordel ing is streng vertroul ik .  Manuskripte sal na 
die outeurs teruggestuur word indien ingrypende 
hersiening vereis word of indien die sty! nie 
ooreenstem met die tydskrif se standaard rue. Artikels 
van minder as 2,000 woorde of meer as 12,000 
woorde sal normaalweg nie oorweeg word vir 
publikasie . 'n Disket met die teks, verk.ieslik in MS 
Windows, moet twee kopiee van die manuskrip 
vergesel .  Manuskripte moet in 12 pt "Times Roman" 
dubbelspasiering s legs op een kant van 'n A4 bladsy 
getik word . lndien enigsins moontlik moet die 
manuskrip ook per e-pos versend word aan 
hsu@sun .ac.za. Yerwysings moet volgens die 
Harvard-stelsel geskied. Yerwysings in die teks: 
Wanneer woordel ikse sitate, feite of argumente uit 
ander bronne gesiteer word, moet die van(ne) van die 
outeur(s) , jaar van publikasie, en bladsynommers 
tussen hakies in die tek verskyn, bv. " . . .  " (Berger, 
1 967 : 1 2) .  Meer besonderhede omtrent bronne moet 
alfabeties volgens die vanne van die outeurs aan die 
einde van die manuskrip onder die opskrif "Biblio­
grafie" verskyn. Let op die gebruik van hoofletters en 
leestekens by die volgende voorbeelde. 
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